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FPCBs V ision

Led by the Holy Spirit, we follow
GodÕs call to model Jesus Christ.
We seek God in our lives and in our
community.  We nurture, educate,
and equip one another for the work
of His ministry.

Contact FPCB

521 E. Olive Ave..
Burbank, CA91501

(818) 842-5103, phone
(818) 842-5134, fax

www.firstpresburbank.org

mmorzov@firstpresburbank.org

New Lifestream layout designed by

Jenny Smith

Worship Times

Education Hour
9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service
10:15 a.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study
7:00 p.m.

"Gr eetings, O fa vored oneÉthe Lor d is with you!"
But Mar y w as great ly  tr oubled at  the saying , and 

consider ed in her mind w hat  sor t of g reeting this might be.

(Luk e 1:28-29)
by Pastor Ross Purdy
I identify with Mary's response

to the angel's greeting because it reminds me of the
reaction I probably would have had if I
was in her position.  Evidently,
Mary, at first, didn't under-
stand what was being said.
This angelic emissary had just
come from the very heart of
God's throne to declare to this
young woman that God was pleased
with her.  It was not what Mary was expecting.
She had been instructed to believe that angels come
to pronounce judgment, not joy.  Her reaction was
so very similar to one Zechariah had when he
encountered an angel a few verses earlier (1:12).  

How do you respond to the message of Christmas?
Is this news too good to be true?  Can it actually be
that God is not angry with us?...that through His
Son, Jesus, the wrath of God has been satisfied?
Do you have 
trouble lifting up your head at Christmastime (or
any other time, for that matter) because you assume
the words from heaven are ones of condemnation?
Take heart, God loves you.  Let God lift your head
from hanging low.  

And here is even greater news of the season: we,
who were born long after these events, do not mere-
ly have an angel declaring God's favor on us.  We
have the very privilege of being visited by the actual
One who 
commissioned the angelic messengers to proclaim
the good news in the first place.  God, in the per-
son of Jesus, descended from His throne to declare
the news that God loves, not hates, the world.  For

all who receive this good news, joy and
peace descend from heaven in an

immeasurable amount.
You and I are emissaries of
that same heavenly mes-
sage.  It is our privilege
to share with the world
that Jesus has made it

possible to receive God's
favor and love.  Through Jesus,

and Him alone, the fullness of joy and
peace comes to the world.

It is that message we preach and live at
First Presbyterian Church.  If you
believe in this ministry, then I ask you
to join us in contributing to the work of
spreading the Gospel of joy and peace.
In this newsletter, you will find a Joy
offering for the church.  In 
addition to your regular contribution
this month, please consider giving an
extra offering in order to help us meet
the financial needs for this year's 
ministry.  

Please join us as we celebrate the 
season of Advent every Sunday 
morning at 10:15 a.m. On Saturday,
Dec. 24th, our Christmas Eve service
will be at 5:00 p.m. 

Then, on Christmas Sunday at 10:15
am, please join us for a worship 
service with instruments and singing as
we celebrate the birth of our Savior!

ÓThrough Jesus, and
Him alone, the fullness of
joy and peace comes to

the world.ÓNon-profit org
USPostage 
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Chur c h Calendar : December 2005
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thur sday Friday Sat ur day

1
11am Ð Keenagers
7pm Ð Choir

2 3
ToGather Day and
Night!

4
9am Ð Education Hour 
10:15am Ð Worship
Architects coming to
speak along with BBQ!

5
6:30pm Ð Handcrafter's
Bible Study
7pm Ð F.O.U.N.D. 
(High School)

6
San Fernando
Presbytery here all day.

7
6:30pm Ð H.O.G.
(Middle School)
7pm Ð PastorÕs Bible
Study

8
7pm Ð Choir

9 10
2pm Ð LordÕs Kitchen

11
9am Ð Education Hour
10:15am Ð Worship

12
7pm Ð F.O.U.N.D. 
(High School)

13
7 pm - Joint Session
and Deacons meeting

14
6:30pm Ð H.O.G.
(Middle School)
7pm Ð PastorÕs Bible
Study

15
7pm Ð Choir

16 17

18
9am Ð Education Hour
10:15am Ð Worship

19
6:30pm Ð Handcrafter's
Bible Study
7pm Ð F.O.U.N.D. 
(High School)

20 21
6:30pm Ð H.O.G.
(Middle School)
7pm Ð PastorÕs Bible
Study

22
7 pm- Choir

23 24
5 pm - Christmas Eve
Family Service

25
No Education Hour
10:15am Ð Christmas
Cantata and Worship
service

26
F.O.U.N.D. (High
School) cancelled 
Office closed due to 
holiday

27 28
H.O.G. (Middle School)
cancelled
PastorÕs Bible Study
cancelled

29
Choir cancelled

30
Office closed due to
holiday

31
New YearÕs Eve

J an. 1 2006
No Education Hour
10:15 am - Worship
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Committee Ne ws:

Pr oper ty
Join us on Sunday December 4th, 
immediately following the worship service,
for a town hall meeting with the architects
who designed the proposed building 
project, Dominy & Associates Architects.
Lou Dominy himself will be here to answer
any and all questions you may have about
the proposed model and renovations.

Worship
Christmas Eve, Saturday Dec. 24th, we
will be having a “Family Service” from 5-
6pm.  We will share in reading the
Christmas story and participate in the
singing of Christmas carols. 

Christmas Day, Sunday Dec. 25th, our
Chancel Choir will share with us a
“Christmas Cantata: The Incarnation” by
K. Lee Scott.  Join us as we have a brass,
organ, and timpani section highlighting
our celebration. We will have just one 
service at 10:15 am on that Sunday 
morning with no education hour. 

Finance
By: Jo Arnott

The Finance Committee has worked 
diligently to be stewards of our church by
monitoring the budget and watching over
the financial resources and church assets.
As this year comes to a close we are happy
to report that regular giving (envelopes) is
on target as projected in the budget. 

As you may remember, we established an
Abundant Living Fundas part of our church
operating budget for this year. However,
very few contributions have been 
designated for this fund.  Please pray about
and meditate on whether this is a fund you
could add to your year-end giving and
many thanks to everyone for your  
continued financial support of our church
as we enter 2006. 

Mission Possible
Adv entur es in Faith
Sunday Mornings at 9am - starting 
Jan. 8!

Upcoming Events &
Upda tes
Operation Christmas Child Update

Adults, kids of the church family and

TWCC,  brought 81 filled shoe boxes  for

Operation Christmas Child.  One family

contributed 17 filled boxes, because several

of you brought your empties to church for

the mission committee.  Thank you

church family! Well done, good and 

faithful servants! 

Women Together Brunch

Women Together will be having a New

Years Brunch on Jan 7 in Fellowship Hall.

Chef Randy Gille will again be preparing

a great spread!! Tickets will be $10 and

sale of them will start Dec. llth.

Keenagers - Dec. 1st at 11am

Our own Joan Fontana will be leading us

in a “Christmas Program”.  Don’t forget

to bring your lunch and we will provide

the dessert and beverages. 

Outreach BBQ

Don’t miss out on our monthly BBQ

Sunday December 4th following the 

worship service!  Join us for a spread of

some good ol’ fashioned Texas BBQ!

Stewardship

THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS is enhanced

in our giving to the cause of Christ.  The

Christmas Offeringenvelope enclosed in

this issue of LifeStream provides an

opportunity for you to give extra support

to the ministry of your church.  If you

haven't yet given to the "Abundant Living"

portion of the 2005 budget, this would be

a great way to do it!  And don't forget that

all gifts to the church by December 31st

are fully tax deductible.  

RREEMMEEMMBBEERRIINNGG  OOUURR  
YYEESSTTEERRDDAAYYSS
BByy::  RRaallpphh  WWaallrrootthh

Ralph Walroth,
our archivist, along
with his wife

Eileen. 

"TO A DEAR FRIEND - MARY BAKER"

In December of 1905 a baby girl came
into the world in Sioux Falls, South
Dakota who, over the years, would
become a pillar in the First
Presbyterian Church of Burbank. 

Mary Baker came with her family to
Burbank in 1920, but shortly there-
after moved to Monrovia where her
father had purchased some property.
She graduated from Monrovia High
School and then got a job.  While 
living originally in Burbank, the next
door neighbors had a son who caught
Mary's eye.  He felt the same and

would make a weekly trip to
Monrovia to see the apple of his eye.
This young man was Harry Baker and
they soon wed and built a home on
Orange Grove in Burbank.  As the
years went by, they had three 
children-two daughters and a son.
Mary and Harry had 45 years of 
loving companionship and devotion
to our church before Harry was called
home by the Lord.

Mary joined our congregation on
Christmas Eve in 1933.  She 
immediately was very active; she
became our first full-time church 
secretary in 1939, continuing that
assignment until the early 1960s.
She is an ordained Elder and was
deeply involved in the youth pro-
grams over the years as her children
grew up.  She served on many com-
mittees and was an officer in the
women's groups.  She served as Clerk
of Session from 1982 through 1989.
After Harry's death she moved into
Windsor Manor  in Glendale

New Sunday Morning Worship service for 
children grades K-5th!

Come and join us as we are actively recruiting
for the C.I.A. (Christians in Action) and the
F.B.I. (Faith Builders Investigators) each Sunday
morning.  This new program will help kids
understand that our mission to spread the word
of the gospel is possible through the love of
God. 

Details
Starting Jan. 8, 2006 in the 
childrenÕs library upstairs!

Mid dle Sc hool Winter Camp at  Forest Home
Januar y 6-8, 2006

Sick of those hot, sunny Southern California “winter” days? Why don’t you join us for
a weekend in snow at Winter Camp!  The cost for the weekend is $135, with a $50
deposit to hold a spot.  We have 10 spots available and will begin taking deposits 
anytime.  For more information, please see Shannon Parrish or your youth group 
volunteer. 

TOGA THER DAY and Night!  
One Day - Tw o Ev ents!

Sa tur day December 3, 2005
First Event:  Deck the Halls!  10am to 2pm
SIGN UP to help decorate the Sanctuary, the Fellowship Hall, A Door, or
the Patio area.  Decorations and decorating supplies will be supplied and
available in the Fireside Room.  This is a very festive time with Christmas
music, laughter, fun, and fellowship flooding the whole church! 

Second Event:  A Family Christmas Potluck!  6pm to 9pm
"An evening of tree decorating, Christmas carols, and sharing the
Christmas story!"
RESERVATIONS accepted three ways:
1. Sign up to bring a main dish, side dish, or dessert, OR
2. Sign up to bring a canned good or non-perishable food (to stock our
Food Cupboard for needy people) OR
3. Pay $2.00 per person

EVERYONE is invited to participate in BOTH EVENTS!
Patti Hollis is accepting sign-ups for both events and you can email her at
BagEnd1927@aol.com 

Mary Baker - Born Dec. 19, 1905
Happy 100th Birthday!

and has now been there for the past
nine years.  Mary will be 100 years old
this December 19th and may be the
first person in our congregation to
reach that milestone.  Her life as a
Christian continues to show her love of
the Lord and her brothers and sisters in
Christ.  She sets a great example for all
of us to make that century mark.

Mary, we all love you! 


