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"Gr eetings,

by Pastor Ross Purdy
I identify with Mary's response

to the angel's greeting because it reminds me of the
reaction I probably would have had if I
was in her position. Evidently,
Mary, at first, didn't under-
stand what was being said.
This angelic emissary had just
come from the very heart of
God's throne to declare to this
young woman that God was pleased
with her. It was not what Mary was expecting.

She had been instructed to believe that angels come
to pronounce judgment, not joy. Her reaction was
so very similar to one Zechariah had when he
encountered an angel a few verses earlier (1:12).

How do you respond to the message of Christmas?
Is this news too good to be true! Can it actually be
that God is not angry with us’...that through His
Son, Jesus, the wrath of God has been satisfied?

Do you have

trouble lifting up your head at Christmastime (or
any other time, for that matter) because you assume
the words from heaven are ones of condemnation?
Take heart, God loves you. Let God lift your head
from hanging low.

And here is even greater news of the season: we,
who were born long after these events, do not mere-
ly have an angel declaring God's favor on us. We
have the very privilege of being visited by the actual
One who

commissioned the angelic messengers to proclaim
the good news in the first place. God, in the per-
son of Jesus, descended from His throne to declare
the news that God loves, not hates, the world. For

OThroudhsusing
Himalonahefullne oo R slis:e
joyandheacsomés
tha/V()rId O possible to receiv

O favored oneEthe Lor d is with you!"
But Mary was greatly troubled at the saying , and
consider ed in her mind what sort of greeting this might be.

(Luk e 1:28-29)

all who receive this good news, joy and
peace descend from heaven in an
immeasurable amount.

You and I are emissaries of
that same heavenly mes-

to share with the world
that Jesus has made it

favor and love. Through ]esus,
and Him alone, the fullness of joy and

peace comes to the world.

It is that message we preach and live at
First Presbyterian Church. If you
believe in this ministry, then I ask you
to join us in contributing to the work of
spreading the Gospel of joy and peace.
In this newsletter, you will find a Joy
offering for the church. In

addition to your regular contribution
this month, please consider giving an
extra offering in order to help us meet
the financial needs for this year's

ministry.

Please join us as we celebrate the
season of Advent every Sunday
morning at 10:15 a.m. On Saturday,
Dec. 24th, our Christmas Eve service

will be at 5:00 p.m.

Then, on Christmas Sunday at 10:15
am, please join us for a worship

service with instruments and singing as
we celebrate the birth of our Savior!
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By:JoArndt

Adv entur es in Faith
Sunday Mornings at 9am - starting
Jan. 8!
New SundgMorningMarshipseviceor
childengade«-5th!

Come and join us as we are actively recruiting

for the C.ILA. (Christians in Action) and the

Adventures
In Faith

F.B.L. (Faith Builders Investigators) each Sunday

morning. This new program will help kids

understand that our mission to spread the word

of the gospel is possible through the love of
God.

Januar y 6-8, 2006

Sick of those hot, sunny Southern California

Details
Startingan.8,2006nthe
childres@braryupstairs!

¢

winter” days? Why don’t you join us for

a weekend in snow at Winter Camp! The cost for the weekend is $135, with a $50

deposit to hold a spot. We have 10 spots available and will begin taking deposits

anytime. For more information, please see Shannon Parrish or your youth group

volunteer.

I —————.
TOGATHER DAY and Night!

One Day - Two Events!

Satur day December
Fird Event De& theHalls! 10amto 2pm

3, 2005

SIGN UP to help decorate the Sanctuary, the Fellowship Hall, A Door, or
the Patio area. Decorations and decorating supplies will be supplied and

available in the Fireside Room. This is a very festive time with Christmas

music, laughter, fun, and fellowship flooding the whole church!

SeconBvent A FamilyChrismasRaluk! 6pmto9pm

"An evening of tree decorating, Christmas carols, and sharing the

Christmas story!"

RESERVATIONS accepted three ways:

1. Sign up to bring a main dish, side dish, or dessert, OR

2. Sign up to bring a canned good or non-perishable food (to stock our

Food Cupboard for needy people) OR

3. Pay $2.00 per person
EVER/ONE isinvitedto paticipaéin BOTH EVENTS!

Patti Hollis is accepting sign-ups for both events and you can email her at

BagEnd1927@aol.com

Upcoming Events &
Upda tes

Operation Christmas Child Update
Adults, kids of the church family and
TWCC, brought 81 filled shoe boxes for
Operation Christmas Child. One family
contributed 17 filled boxes, because several
of you brought your empties to church for
the mission committee. Thank you
church family! Well done, good and
faithful servants!

Women Together Brunch

Women Together will be having a New

Years Brunch on Jan 7 in Fellowship Hall.

Chef Randy Gille will again be preparing
a great spread!! Tickets will be $10 and
sale of them will start Dec. llth.
Keenagers - Dec. 1st at 11am

Our own Joan Fontana will be leading us
in a “Christmas Program”. Don’t forget
to bring your lunch and we will provide
the dessert and beverages.

Outreach BBQ

Don’t miss out on our monthly BBQ
Sunday December 4th following the

worship service! Join us for a spread of

some good ol’ fashioned Texas BBQ!
Stewardship

THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS is enhanced
in our giving to the cause of Christ. The
ChrismadOffering:nvelope enclosed in
this issue of LifeStream provides an
opportunity for you to give extra support
to the ministry of your church. If you
haven't yet given to the "Abundant Living"
portion of the 2005 budget, this would be
a great way to do it! And don't forget that
all gifts to the church by December 31st

are fully tax deductible.
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